RS 200s and Rs 400s At Alton Water 18-4-10
Joe Hunt and Sam Curtis   win by the tightest of margins
A Saturday training session in initially light conditions allowed both fleets to hone their rudderless sailing skills as the wind freshened starting practice and short windward leewards were the order of the day. Saving the best to last the final exercise was a series of gate starts; great fun unless you were driving the gate launch. 
On Saturday evening Chris and Debbie Tuppen fed and watered the hungry sailors. Well fed the competitors arrived at Alton on Sunday hoping for strong winds to work off some of the gained poundage. Initially they were to be disappointed; with the reservoir giving a perfect reflection of the sky two postponements delayed the start of the first race to 11.40. 
In race one the weak easterly gave David and John Beaney (1150) the opportunity to show some great light weather speed, reading the fluctuating shifting wind very well. They took the first race by a good margin after shaking off the attentions of Ian and John Gill(834). 
After a short break for lunch race two got underway in a freshening South Easterly which allowed the use of the fullest extent of the water. Again David and John showed great speed, taking the line honours from Joe Hunt and Sam Curtis(786). The battle for second third and fourth was particularly close with Joe and Sam (786) Ian and John (834) and James Clayton and Andrew Gill (1290) all finishing within two seconds. This spectacular finish was to be highly influential in the final standings. 
Starting with the only general recall of the day Race 3 was again exceptionally close, so close in fact the whole fleet finished within three minutes of the leading boat and again inches decided positions. The race was taken by Joe and Sam with Ian Williams and Holly Pavey (1019) sailing an excellent race to take second from Ian and John in (834). 
 The final race started after a record breaking dash to the opposite side of the reservoir and a rotation of the course axis by 90 degrees. The wind now North Easterly held direction allowing race four to start in a relatively steady force three. The best start of the day saw Ian and John move into a narrow lead from the following pack, Joe and Sam closed up the gap and in a tight finish it was Ian and John (834) who took the race. 

For the second year in a row the RS200 fleet gave us spectacularly close racing with the tightest of winning margins. This time it was Joe Hunt and Sam Curtis who were the victors.

	Posn
	S no
	Helm
	Crew
	Club
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	Total
	Net

	1
	786
	Joe Hunt
	Sam Curtis
	RHYC
	(5)
	2
	1
	2
	10
	5

	2
	834
	Ian Gill
	John Gill
	Wembley SC
	2
	(3)
	3
	1
	9
	6

	3
	1150
	David Beaney
	John Beaney
	Castaways SC
	1
	1
	(5)
	5
	12
	7

	4
	1019
	James Williams
	Holly Pavey
	RHYC
	4
	5
	2
	3
	14
	9

	5
	1290
	James Calyton
	Andrew Gill
	RHYC
	3
	4
	(7)
	4
	18
	11

	6
	1207
	Alex Beaney
	Collette Portway
	Weston SC
	(7)
	7
	4
	6
	24
	17

	7
	1174
	Chris Tuppen
	Debbie Tuppen
	AWSC
	6
	6
	6
	(7)
	25
	18


RS 400s At Alton Water 18/4/10

A small fleet of RS400s was dominated by Bob and Amanda Portway who took the open with a faultless score of four first places. They didn’t have it all their own way though. Chris Hart and Jo Pavey  lead for most of race two until Bob and Amanda slid through after a superb reach where they spectacularly closed the gap on the leading boat. In the final race of the day Bob and Maria Peak took a dominating lead and held it until the final down wind gate. Choosing speed over distance they opted for the starboard mark, they held their lead but with perfect timing the kite jammed on the way down hampering their progress to the finish line allowing Bob and Amanda to pounce. Stowing the errant spinnaker Bob and Maria were then narrowly pipped by Chris and Jo. Scant reward, for a superbly sailed race.

	Posn
	Helm
	Crew
	Sail No
	Club
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	Total
	Net

	1
	Bob Portway
	Amanda Portway
	627
	AWSC
	(1)
	1
	1
	1
	4
	3

	2
	Chris Hart
	Jo Pavey
	724
	AWSC
	(2)
	2
	2
	2
	8
	6

	3
	Bob Peak
	Maria Peak
	628
	AWSC
	(3)
	3
	3
	3
	12
	9

	4
	Steve Reeves
	Julie Hannett
	547
	AWSC
	(4)
	4
	4
	4
	16
	12


